
ATEA Region 5 Conference Tours 
Northern Wyoming Community College District 

Gillette, WY  
 
 
Devils Tower National Monument                  11am – 4pm 
 
This tour will leave from the Gillette College Technical Education 
Center and travel one and half hours along the most beautiful 
country in the state to Devils Tower, the nation’s first national 
monument and featured in the classic film “Close Encounters of 
the Third Kind.” The 1200 foot volcanic formation is geologic 
wonder that beckons to climbers near and far. This tour will be 
led by Rob Livingston, a geology professor at Gillette College, who 
will be pointing out the many unique geological features of Devils 
Tower and the surrounding area.  
 
 
 
 
 
Cloud Peak Energy - Cordero Rojo Mine *                        1pm – 4pm 
 
Cloud Peak Energy, one the Wyoming’s leading energy 
producers, was awarded the ATEA Silver Star 2014. This tour will 
lead from the Gillette College Technical Education Center and 
travel 25 miles to the Cordero Rojo Mine site where you will have 
the opportunity to see the daily operations, which will include 
240-ton haul trucks, the shovels that load the trucks, and the 
draglines that remove the overburden. These mammoth mining 
machines must be seen to be believed!  
*Safety gear will be provided and closed toe shoes are required. 
 
 
 
L&H Industrial*                 1-4pm 
 
In 2014, L&H Industrial celebrates 50 years of being a leading 
aftermarket supplier to mines, oil fields, and heavy industrial 
users including NASA. Gillette is the worldwide headquarters of 
L&H Industrial and as a part of this tour you will see the machine 
shops, welding shops, and engineering facilities. L&H is a world 
class rebuilder of heavy mining equipment and engineer, design, 
and manufacturer alternative replacement parts for the surface 
mining industry. L&H’s distribution and service network spans 
the globe with distributors in all major mining areas worldwide.  
*Closed toe shoes are required. 
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Dry Fork Station*                  1-4pm 
 
This visit to Dry Fork Station, Basin Electric Power Cooperative’s 
newest generating plant, will leave from the Gillette College 
Technical Education Center and travel 7 miles to tour the air 
cooled power plant with the latest in emission controls. This coal-
based electric generation power plant began commercial 
operation in 2011 and is supplied by the nearby Dry Fork Mine. 
Dry Fork Station’s output would theoretically provide enough 
electricity for 308,000 homes.  
*Closed toe shoes without heels are required for this tour.  
  
 
 
 
 
 


